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Sweet!
CITIZEN CAKE ARRIVES

Photographs by Daniel Bahmani

Since the 
doors to 
Elizabeth 

Falkner’s new 
Citizen Cake 
fi nally opened 
on November 
13, a constant 
stream of peo-
ple pours in 
from the street 
— each one 
welcomed with 
the same cheery 
query: “Are you 
just browsing 
the desserts?” 

Some indeed 
are looky loos — 
to be forgiven 
for ogling the  
bu t t e r s co t ch 
miso verrine, 
macaroons and 
cupcakes in artful arrangements.

“I love this location,” says Falkner. 
“Wow, we’re really in a neighbor-
hood. People are always looking in 
and coming in. It’s been amazing.”

She fi rst opened Citizen Cake 
South of Market in 1997 as a pastry 
shop, later moving to Hayes Valley 
with lunch and dinner menus for the 
Civic Center crowd. 

“I think of this as Citizen Cake 
3.0,” she says. “I’m having fun here.”

Falkner made her fame wearing a 
pile of hats: owner of Citizen Cake 
and Orson restaurants, author of 
Demolition Desserts, consulting pas-
try chef at Epic Roasthouse, teacher 
and mentor to budding chefs.

Th e red brick wall remains at 2125 
Fillmore, long the home of Vivande 

and  its beloved 
chef Carlo 
Middione. But 
the rest of the 
interior has a 
sleeker vibe.

Amy Glaze, 
whose resume 
boasts kitchen 
time alongside 
Guy Savoy in 
Paris and Eric 
Ripert at New 
York’s Le Ber-
nardin, is chef 
de cuisine.

“We’re tak-
ing some of the 
heavier win-
ter dishes like 
stroganoff  and 
making them 
lighter, more 
feminine,” says 

Glaze. “We just decided on a new 
dish — duck a la tangerine. It’s a 
pretty sexy dish.”

Th ere’s attention to the liquid 
fare, too, with still and sparkling 
water from Citizen Cake’s own 
fi ltration system. It can be mixed 
with Falkner’s handmade syrups to 
produce a variety of sodas in such 
unusual concoctions as patchouli 
cola, wood and rosebud.

And the liquid nitrogen ice cream 
is still to come, in chocolate, vanilla 
and grilled sourdough fl avors.

“I’m not a mad scientist,” Falkner 
insists. “I’m really well grounded in 
fi ne dining. But why can’t it be fun?” 

Citizen Cake is open daily from 
10 to 10, serving morning pastries, 
lunch, afternoon snacks and dinner. 

“I’m having fun here,” says Citizen 
Cake owner Elizabeth Falkner, above. 
Below, chef de cuisine Amy Glaze. 
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RETROSPECTIVE

A LOVE STORY

She was 19 when they met in New 
York. He was a much-in-demand 
illustrator twice her age.

Denise Ackle and Bill Shields became 
good friends, but both went on to marry 
other people. After she moved to Califor-
nia and then back to New York, they met 
again. Th is time it was diff erent.

“When I re-met Bill, that was it,” she 
says. “It was like falling in love with a very 
dear friend.”

Th us began a 40-year marriage, a loving 
family and a lifetime of adventurous and 
artistic explorations, many of which took 
place a few steps from Fillmore Street.

■

One of his early projects required a trip 
to San Francisco. As they looked out the 
window of their room at the Mark Hopkins 
Hotel, Bill asked, “How’d you like to live in 
San Francisco?” “I’d love to,” Denise replied, 
and they went home to New York, packed 
up their Volkswagen bus and their two little 
boys and moved across the country.

A few years later they were up at Tahoe 
for the summer. Bill met a French visi-
tor one afternoon and came home to ask, 
“How’d you like to live in Paris?” “I’d love 
to,” Denise replied, and they packed up the 
boys and moved to France for two years.

“He was always game to go anywhere,” 
she says. “We didn’t have much money, but 
we lived very well. We had such a good life.”

She bought and remodeled Victorians, 
becoming one of the fi rst to increase their 
allure by staging them with nice furnishings 

and Bill’s paintings. His career fl ourished.
“He was one of those lucky people who 

did what he loved all his life,” she says. 
“And he loved this neighborhood. He loved 
being able to walk down Fillmore Street.”

■

Bill died in April, a week before his 85th 
birthday. He was buried on October 26 in 
Arlington National Cemetery with the 
honors due a distinguished Navy pilot.

Th is month the honors come closer to 
home, in the neighborhood they loved and 
lived in for most of the years they were 
married. “WILLIAM SHIELDS: AN EXHIBITION 

OF HIS ART,” including paintings, drawings 
and sculpture, is on view at Calvary Presby-
terian Church at Fillmore and Jackson. In 
addition to the major abstract oil paintings 
and his pastel landscapes of the French 
countryside, the exhibition also includes 
more personal mementoes from their life 
together — cards and notes and wooden 
assemblages he created for birthdays, anni-
versaries and holidays.

“Happy Birthday and oh my Lordy, 
you’re the most beautiful lady who ever 
turned 40,” says one, featuring a rapturous 
drawing of Denise’s red hair.

“Lovely Denise,” begins another. “How 
come you get bolder (just cause you’re more 
older?)”

■

A reception honoring the Shields will be 
held in Calvary’s lounge at 2515 Fillmore 
on Sunday, December 12, at 11:30 a.m. Th e 
exhibition continues through January 2.

A drawing by Bill Shields of his wife Denise at a street market while they lived in Paris.

2101 Union Street • 2115 Fillmore Street • 4089 24th Street

w w w . g a l l e r y o f j e w e l s . c o m

S A N  F R A N C I S C O

D E S I G N E R  H A N D C R A F T E D  J E W E L RY
Fashion, Engagement, Wedding, Commitment,  
Custom Design, Conflict Free, Jewelry Repair

W e  b u y  a n d  t r a d e  g o l d

Anne Sportun

Your lo
ve story  

begins here

gallery of jewels

For a gift that’s artfully personal,  
choose vintage sign letters to spell a favorite word  

for their bedroom, kitchen or office

2176 Sutter Street  415.775.8366  
Open Mon-Sat 11am-6pm  Sun 1-5pm  timelesstreasuressf.com

Vintage Interiors 

2120 SUTTER STREET • 415.749.1533 
(between Steiner & Pierce) •  bloomingfloraldesign.com

Floral Design

JUDITH SKINNER

Fine Gardening
38 Years of Experience

sfskinner@aol.com   
415.776.8272

“Oh garden of fresh possibilities!”
Frederico Garcia Lorca

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

In a certain sign that the center of 
gravity on Fillmore continues to shift 
southward, Kiehl’s plans to move its 

body products store from 2360 Fillmore 
to 1971 Fillmore, at the intersection with 
Pine Street.

“Our lease is up and we’re looking for a 
new home,” said store manager Cris Th orn-
gate. “It’s time for us to be more exposed. 
Th is is a quieter end of the street.”

Kiehl’s will replace the Shu Uemura 
cosmetics boutique — owned, as is Kiehl’s, 
by L’Oreal. Shu Uemura closed last spring 
and the space has sat empty since. Kiehl’s 
will move some of its furnishings and com-
pany memorabilia and restore the Victorian 
character of the building on the corner of 
Pine and Fillmore, Th orngate said.

When Kiehl’s opened a decade ago at 
Fillmore and Washington, it meticulously 
restored the longtime home of Belmont 
Florist, including its distinctive neon sign.

“We’d take that sign with us if we could,” 
said Th orngate. “A lot of our fi xtures will 
move to the new location, and it will have 
wooden fl oors and custom cabinets. We’re 
basically replicating what this store looks 
like.”

Th e Fillmore store was the fi rst after 
the original Kiehl’s in New York, which 
opened in 1851. In the last decade, the 
company has opened 34 more. Th at makes 
it a formula retail store under San Fran-
cisco’s chain store ordinance, and required 
a public neighborhood meeting, which was 
held November 29 at Kiehl’s.

“Th is was the fi rst store,” said Kiehl’s 
vice president Robert Imig, who fl ew out 
from New York with the company’s direc-

tor of retail sales. “Th is is our West Coast 
fl agship.”

Leaders of the residents and merchants 
associations voiced no objection to the 
move and praised Kiehl’s as an asset to the 
street and a good neighbor actively involved 
in the neighborhood. 

Th ey urged the company to do more.
“We need your expertise,” said Joan 

O’Connor, a board member of the Fillmore 
Merchants Association. “We need a better 
model of how larger corporate stores com-
ing to the street can participate and help 
strengthen the neighborhood.”

She emphasized the unique character of 
the neighborhood.

“People love this community because of 

the bookstore and the hardware store and 
the movie theater,” she said. “Yet every year 
it gets chipped away.”

“We want Fillmore Street to be vibrant 
and profi table,” said Greg Scott, president 
of the Pacifi c Heights Residents Associ-
ation. “We also want a diversity of services 
and we don’t want the neighborhood-
serving businesses to be priced out.”

Th orngate, Kiehl’s manager for the past 
three years, pointed out that she both lives 
and works in the neighborhood.

“I live across the street,” she said. “I’m 47 
steps from this store. I’m passionate about 
this end of the street. Now I’m gonna be 
passionate from Pine down.”

Kiehl’s hopes to move by March.

Kiehl’s Plans a Move Down the Street

Kiehl’s has been in business at the corner of Fillmore and Washington for a decade.

■ STREET TALK

Fillmore’s new meters

accept credit cards

New parking meters have been 
installed in the neighborhood as 
part of the city’s ongoing SFpark 
experiment, which promises to 
make it easier to fi nd and pay for 
available parking spaces, and to 
park there longer.

The new meters — powered 
by solar panels on the sun-facing 
side — accept credit cards and 
debit cards, in addition to coins and 
parking cards issued by the city. 
Time limits have been extended 
from one or two hours to four 
hours on most meters.

Fillmore is one of seven 
neighborhoods being outfi tted 
with new meters and sensors that 
transmit parking data. If the fi rst-of-
its-kind project works as envisioned, 
city masterminds will be able to 
adjust pricing to refl ect demand 
during peak times and ultimately 
lead drivers to available spots — at 
least one on every block, they say. 

More information about the 
project is available at sfpark.org.
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CRIME WATCH

2390 Bush St. (at Steiner)    Free Parking    (415) 567-7824   

St. Dominic’s Catholic Church

Weekday Masses:  
6:30 & 8:00 am; 5:30 pm 

Morning Prayer: 7:15 am (weekdays);  8:00 am (Saturday) 
Evening Prayer: 5:00 pm (daily)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Mondays & Wednesdays: 8:30 am & 6:00 pm    First Fridays: 9:00 pm (Sign-up required)

Sunday Masses:  
Saturday evening: 5:30 pm (Vigil), 7:30 am (Quiet), 9:30 am (Family), 11:30 am (Solemn) 

1:30 pm (St. Jude Pilgrim Mass in Spanish), 5:30 pm (Contemporary music) 
   9:00 pm (Taizé music by candlelight)

t. Dominic’s warmly invites you to celebrate the Advent  
& Christmas Seasons in our beautiful church... 

www.stdominics.org

Come Join Our Advent Celebrations!

Advent Lessons & Carols, Sunday, November 28, 7:30 pm, Church Nave

Holy Choices Discernment Retreat, Saturday, December 4, 9:30 am, 
Parish Hall. Explore how to discern God’s call for your life. 

Angel Tour of the Church, Saturday, December 4, 10:00 am, Vestibule

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (A Holy Day of Obligation) 
Wednesday, December 8, Masses: 6:30 am, 8:00 am 

5:30 pm (traditional music), 7:30 pm (contemporary music) 
Vigil Mass on Tuesday, December 7, 5:30 pm 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration, Sunday, December 12 
1:30 pm Mass (en español), Church Nave;  

Reception follows in the Parish Hall

Parish Advent Party & Caroling, Thursday, December 16, 6:00 pm 
Parish Hall

“An American Christmas” Concert, Monday, December 20, 7:30 pm,  
Church Nave. St. Dominic’s Solemn Mass Choir and Festival Brass

Advent Twilight Retreat, Tuesday, December 21, 7:30 pm, Lady Chapel 
(Preparation for Confession)

Confessions, Wednesday, December 22 
12:00 Noon – 1:00 pm & 7:30 – 9:00 pm, Church Nave

Come Join Our Christmas Celebrations!

Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24 
Advent Masses: 6:30 am & 8:00 am   

Christmas Eve Masses: 5:30 pm, Family Mass: 11:15 pm  
Carol service followed by Mass at Midnight (solemn) 

(No confessions today) 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25 
Masses at 7:30 am (with carols), 9:30 am (family),  

11:30 am (solemn), 1:30 pm (en español)  
(No confessions today and no Masses at 5:30 pm or 9:00 pm) 

Solemnity of the Holy Family, Sunday, December 26 
Masses at 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm, 5:30 pm & 9:00 pm

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God, Saturday, January 1, 2011 
Parish Mass at 9:30 am; Vigil Mass on Friday, December 31, 5:30 pm 

Solemnity of the Epiphany, Sunday, January 2, 2011 
Masses at 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm, 5:30 pm & 9:00 pm 

Vigil Mass on Saturday, January 1, 2011, 5:30 pm

Family Service Activity, Sunday, January 2, 2011,10:30 am, Parish Hall

Solemnity of the Baptism of The Lord, Sunday, January 9, 2011 
Masses at 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm, 5:30 pm & 9:00 pm 

Vigil Mass on Saturday, January 8, 2011, 5:30 pm 
This marks the end of the Christmas Season  

Felony Narcotics, Fraud, Burglary
Van Ness Avenue and Sutter Street
October 22, 9:19 p.m.

Offi  cers received a call from restaurant 
employees concerning a patron refusing to 
pay for his meal. Th e offi  cers learned the 
man was on parole, which meant he could 
be searched without probable cause. Th ey 
seized his checkbook and discovered the 
name on it was not his. When the man 
signed the check with the name of the 
account holder, he was arrested for fraud. 
He also possessed methamphetamine — 
another felony. When the suspect was 
taken to Northern Station for booking, one 
of the arresting offi  cers realized he was also 
responsible for a burglary being investi-
gated, and that crime was added to the list 
of charges. 

Robbery
Webster and O’Farrell Streets
October 24, 10:29 a.m.

Loss prevention offi  cers at Safeway saw 
a man walking down the aisles stuffi  ng 
merchandise into his shirt. Th ey followed 
the man as he left the store without pay-
ing, then stopped him outside. Th e suspect 
initially cooperated and walked back into 
the store with them. Halfway down one of 
the aisles, he shrugged off  the guards’ grip 
and made a dash for the front doors. Secu-
rity guards ran after him and wrestled him 
to the ground as he continued to struggle. 
Eventually they handcuff ed him and called 
the police. 

Auto Burglary  
Post and Buchanan Streets
October 28, 3:40 a.m.

Offi  cers who had received a call about 
a car break-in spotted two men who 
matched the dispatchers’ description. Th e 

offi  cers ordered them to stop, but the two 
broke into a run. Th e offi  cers gave chase 
and caught one suspect; the other man 
got away. Th e man who was caught was 
brought to Northern Station. Th e offi  cers 
returned to the scene, and while conduct-
ing their investigation, the second sus-
pect approached, told them “I want to be 
responsible” — and turned himself in.

Fraud 
Fillmore and Clay Streets
October 30, 3:15 p.m.

Witnesses said a man who took a long 
time at an ATM was “behaving strangely” 
and appeared nervous. He repeatedly with-
drew money while pausing several times to 
use his cell phone. After complaints from 
those behind him in line, he left the ATM, 
walked across the street and sat down. Th e 
people observing this called 911. An offi  -
cer arrived. He learned that the suspect 
had been walking past the ATM when he 
saw a card sticking out of the slot, then 
started pulling money out of the machine. 
Th e offi  cer contacted the card owner, who 
stated that she had just used that ATM 
and had forgotten to retrieve her card. Th e 
suspect, who was on felony probation, was 
sent back to jail.

Malicious Mischief, Concealed Weapon
Van Ness Avenue and Broadway
November 4, 8 p.m.

Offi  cers received a report that three 
individuals were slashing tires of parked 
cars with a large knife. A witness saw the 
male member of the group cut a truck’s 
tires. When offi  cers arrived, one spoke to 
the witness while the others went out to 
fi nd and detain the three suspects. Th e 
witness identifi ed the male suspect, and 
the offi  cers placed him under arrest. In his 

backpack, they found a long knife. Th e two 
women were taken to Northern Station for 
further investigation. Th e owner of one of 
the vehicles told offi  cers he had taken the 
two women to the hot tubs with him. He 
said he’d felt sorry for them and had given 
them each $80. Th e offi  cers discovered the 
young women were both under 18 and had 
been reported missing. Th e young women 
were sent home with their parents; the 
male suspect was sent to county jail.

Hit and Run
Van Ness Avenue and Broadway
November 10, 8:05 a.m.

A driver was stopped at an intersec-
tion when a car slammed into the rear of 
his vehicle. Th e driver who had struck him 
drove up alongside his car and explained 
that, because of all of the traffi  c, he would 
pull over a block away. Th en he sped off  at 
high speed. Th ere were two witnesses, one 
an off -duty offi  cer who took off  after the 
suspect. Th e offi  cer lost sight of the car at 
Marina Boulevard and Fillmore, where a 
second offi  cer joined the chase and caught 
up with the runaway driver. Th e offi  cer 
pulled the car over and the witnesses iden-
tifi ed the driver. Th e driver who had been 
struck was transported to a hospital. Th e 
driver who sped away was arrested for a 
felony hit-and-run and for driving with a 
suspended license. 

Burglary
Webster and O’Farrell Streets
November 10, 3:50 p.m.

A woman walked into Safeway with a 
large empty bag and headed for the per-
sonal products aisle. Th ere she fi lled the bag 
with a large assortment of hair products. 
Next she went to the meat department and 
selected a steak, then headed to the liquor 
aisle for a couple of beers. Her selections 
totaled $138.99. Security offi  cers followed 

her as she bypassed the registers with the 
full sack, then detained her outside the 
store. Because she had entered the store 
with an empty bag and possessed no means 
of paying, she was charged with burglary.

Felony Th eft
Franklin Street and Geary Boulevard
November 16, 12:10 a.m.

A man who was waiting for a bus inside 
a Muni shelter placed his laptop bag on 
the ground behind him. Another man 
approached and asked him the time, then 
grabbed the bag from the ground. Th e thief 
dashed off , with the man who had been 
robbed right behind him. At Geary and 
Franklin, the suspect got into a waiting car. 
Offi  cers arrived and broadcast his descrip-
tion. Two hours later, offi  cers from another 
district encountered the suspect’s car. Th e 
man who had been robbed was brought to 
the scene, where he identifi ed the suspect, 
the car and his laptop computer in the back 
seat. Th e suspect was charged with posses-
sion of stolen property. 

Stolen Auto  
Van Ness Avenue and Broadway
November 18, 9:50 a.m.

Offi  cers were stopped in traffi  c when 
their car’s computer alerted them to a sto-
len car in the area. Th ey spotted the vehicle, 
which took off  at high speed, then crashed 
into four vehicles stopped for a red light 
several blocks away. Th e offi  cers heard the 
crash and arrived in time to see two pas-
sengers running from the car. Th e driver 
took more time getting out, then she too 
attempted to run from the scene. Th e offi  -
cers caught her and took her into custody. 
Inside the stolen car they found a number 
of items of stolen property. Th e woman, 
who had an outstanding warrant for car 
theft, was taken to Northern Station and 
booked.on-line order  VitaminExpress.com  newsletter

VitaminExpress
A trustworthy name since 1982

also: 1428 Irving Street,  SF  (415)564-8160
45 Camino Alto,  Mill Valley  (415)389-9671

1400 Shattuck,  Berkeley  (510)841-1798

Best Place to Buy
Vitamins and food

supplements

1st Place

2047 Fillmore St.
between California & Pine

(415) 922-3811  M-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5

Natural Body CareNatural Body CareNatural Body CareNatural Body CareNatural Body Care
& Quality Supplements& Quality Supplements& Quality Supplements& Quality Supplements& Quality Supplements
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imagine the possibilities.

High-speed broadband access to the Internet empowers, 
transforms and enlightens.   

That’s why AT&T is embarking on one of the largest 
network upgrades in our history. We’re bringing fiber 
optic technology built on the global standard of 
Internet Protocol (IP) to San Francisco.

imagine: 

Your television, cell phone, laptop, PDA, digital video 
recorder, home appliances and so much more – 
working better because they work together for you.

We are currently meeting with San Francisco neighborhood groups. 
To request a meeting or to find out how you can help bring 

AT&T U-verse® to your neighborhood, please contact us today. 

att.com/IPnetwork4sf

the world of 
technology
comes together 
for you  

AT    T U-verse 
is coming to 
San Francisco

®&

RETAIL REPORT

Hi-Ho Silver
— and Away
She Goes
New shop will off er
jewelry from Mexico, plus
weaving, sculpture, bugs

Victoria Dunham has been 
importing sterling silver jewelry 
from Mexico for 18 years, work-

ing out of her Victorian fl at on Bush Street 
and presenting her discoveries at a series of 
trunk shows, primarily at Fort Mason.

Earlier in the year when the tiny space 
at 1907 Fillmore became available, a girl-
friend encouraged her to open a shop — 
and she was tempted, eager to be a greater 
part of the neighborhood. Th e notion was 
dashed when she learned that artist Cas-
sandria Blackmore had rented the space 
and would open a gallery.

“I thought, ‘Damn, that’s the one that 
got away,” Dunham says.

In mid-October she was taking a walk 
with a friend who mentioned with dismay 
that she was losing her favorite local sushi 
source. Maruya Sushi, the little take-out 
shop that had been operating quietly for 45 
years at 1904 Fillmore, was closing — next 
door to the space of Dunham’s earlier fan-
tasies, and even a few steps closer to home.

“It was like that,” she says, snapping her 
fi ngers. “I got lucky. I love the neighbor-

hood and I live a block away. It just seemed 
right.”

So she set to work — and also enlisted 
her son and ex-husband — determined 
to be open in time for the holidays. And 
on December 1, Hi-Ho Silver opened its 
doors in a space that had been totally trans-
formed.

“It was pretty funky in here,” Dunham 
laughs. “After all, it was a kitchen for 45 
years.”

But she found the thick pine planks that 
served as counters in the sushi shop would 
work for her, too — at least temporarily. 
And with several fresh coats of paint and a 
couple of circular silk-shaded chandeliers, 

she was on the way to having her own shop 
in the neighborhood.

“Pretty nice, huh?” she said a few days 
before opening, her face streaked with dust 
and her sweatshirt splattered with paint. 
“I’ve had a blast. It’s all smoke and mirrors, 
but the idea was to open December 1st to 
24th, then close after Christmas and re-
open more permanently in February.”

Dunham will concentrate on what she 
knows and loves: silver from Mexico.

“I bring in really spectacular stuff ,” she 
says. “I can say that. I don’t make it. I just 
pick it out.”

But silver is only part of what she’s got 
in mind. She’ll also off er a line of stainless 

steel vases from sculptor Michael Szabo 
and silk scarves designed by Catherine 
Th eron that are handwoven in Cambodia 
by a family of 25 weavers using ancient 
techniques.

Th en there’s Agelio Batle’s graphite 
objects — “sculpture you can write and 
draw with,” Dunham says — and a series 
of “museum quality insect displays” from 
Kevin Clarke, mastermind of a workshop 
he calls Bug Under Glass.

“If you want a bug, I’ve got a great 
bug collection,” Dunham says. “I like odd 
things. Th is will be a little odd shop for the 
neighborhood.”

Hi-Ho Silver, at 1904 Fillmore Street, 
is open through Christmas on Wednesday 
through Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. For 
more information, call 771-4446 or visit 
hihosilver.com.

COMING & GOING: In addition to 
Hi-Ho Silver, more jewelry is arriving and 
departing in the block of Fillmore Street 
between Pine and Bush.

The fi ne jewelers at 1908 Fillmore, 
Linco & Co., will be closing after the fi rst 
of the year. Brothers Linco and Edward 
Kwuan have worked together in creating 
the jewelry and running their elegant 
showroom for the past 13 years. Blame 
the closure not on a rent hike but on 
declining eyesight. They own the building 
and will offer the space for lease in the 
new year.

A few doors north at 1940 Fillmore, 
behind a matte black facade, noted New 
York costume jeweler Alexis Bittar is 
moving west. He’s opening on Fillmore 
Street and in two L.A. locations. Says 
Bittar: “We’re designing for a 20-year-
old and an 80-year-old. There’s a general 
feeling that the line’s artistic, but that you 
also have to have balls to wear it.”

CAROLiNGcable  car

www.cablecarcaroling.org

Presidio Officers’ Club, San Francisco

Gather family and friends

to share the holiday gift of song

with your elderly neighbors in the City

Sunday, December 5

12:00–5:30 pm

Free parking all day

A fundraiser for Institute on Aging’s

Friendship Line and Bereavement Services

San F rancisco

Holiday Lights 
Walking Tours

Every Thurs. thru Sun. throughout December  •  5–7PM 
$25  ($5 off with discount code:  NEW FILLMORE)

TO RESERVE & FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.OnTheLevelSF.com 
TO BOOK A PRIVATE PARTY (Group/Family Rates available):  (415) 921-1382

Join local guide Marilyn Straka for an On The Level (no hills or steps) 
tour to see downtown San Francisco and all that glitters during this 
Season! Highlights include a lighted garden, uniquely decorated and 
festive hotels, office lobbies, and retail locations. 

Have you planned your Holiday Party? How about a stress-free 
and fun tour!  Tours can be customized to meet the needs of 
your guests. 

    S M A L L 

Treasures
WE’RE PLEASED to present  
our 16th annual holiday group 
exhibition of small paintings, 
featuring recognized artists at 
reasonable prices.

Located just steps off Fillmore 
Street, our small gallery has 
quietly established a national 
reputation for excellence, 
while remaining firmly in and  
of the neighborhood. 

Opening during the 
FILLMORE HOLIDAY STROLL 

Sunday, December 5, from 3 to 5

THOMAS REYNOLDS GALLERY
W W W . T H O M A S R E Y N O L D S . C O M

2291 Pine Street at Fillmore  ■  San Francisco, CA 94115
HOURS: Thursday-Friday-Saturday from Noon to 6 P.M.
415 / 441-4093

NO MORE SUSHI — After feeding generations of neighbors for 45 years, 
Maruya Sushi served its fi nal saba sushi on October 29. Yoshimi and Kats Oune 
retired and closed their take-out sushi shop, which was started by her mother.

newfi llmore.com | “The Final Customer,” a video from Maruya’s last day



8   NEW FILLMORE   December 2010 December 2010   NEW FILLMORE   9

One ’Mo Time
A Final Shop 
for Fun Gifts at
Fillmore Hardware

Photo Illustration by Virginia Lindsay 

Local shoppers looking for gifts for both the 
quirky and the practical souls on their lists will 
fi nd a treasure trove of possibilities at Fillmore 

Hardware. And this is your last chance — the venerable 
and much-loved emporium is closing its doors for the fi nal 
time at the end of the month after 49 years of serving the 
neighborhood.

Fillmore Hardware’s shelves are still stuff ed with its 
trademark combination of useful and unusual off erings. 
For the cheeky giftees, there’s a big selection of off beat 
offi  ce essentials — notepads with and without magnets, 
mousepads, fi le folders, shot glasses — many embellished 
with vintage photos and smarty-pants but so-true sayings. 
Th ere’s plenty of kids’ stuff , including a large selection 
of bandaids with designs sure to be the envy of the 
playground. You can gift gardeners with everything from 
pots, soil and seeds to watering cans in improbable animal 
shapes. And housewares with a whimsical twist make it fun 
for the homebodies. Th ere’s even some regular hardware 
such as wingnuts and nails and hammers to keep the handy 
men and women humming. 

Th ink outside the box and stash their stuff  in one of the 
store’s many reusable totes woven from recycled material. 
Th e prices at Fillmore Hardware always were reasonable, 
and as the inventory thins, the markdowns will get bigger.

Fillmore Hardware, 1930 Fillmore, now through December 31. 

Fillmore Hardware is closing at the end of the month after a 49-year run. 
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SOUND

By Erica Reder

Abstract sculpture and dim lights adorn the foyer 
at 1616 Bush Street, where curious concertgoers 
gathered on a recent Saturday evening. Speakers 

pipe assorted sounds into the room, adding bird chirps 
and  the splashing of water to the quiet chatter of those 
anticipating the show. 

At 8:30, composer Stan Shaff  opens the performance 
space, inviting people to take seats in a concentric circle of 
chairs. A blackout ensues — and “Audium 9” begins.

“Th e experience is unique,” says Shaff , founder of 
Audium. “We’re the only theatre in the world that does 
what we do.” 

Twice a week, Shaff  performs his latest “sound sculpture” 
— a taped mix of electronic, natural and musical sounds. 

Th e audience listens in complete darkness 
as he directs the recording through 174 
speakers around the room. Saturday’s show 
lasted an hour and incorporated sounds 
running the gamut from children’s voices 
to waves to trumpet solos. 

■

Sound has always been important to 
Shaff , who played trumpet professionally 
and taught music in the San Francisco 
public schools. In the late 1950s, he experi-
mented with a new form, tape composition, 
which involved recording and manipulating 
a variety of sounds. Th rough these experi-
ments, Shaff  came to believe that space was 
an underexplored dimension of music.

“Space is another layer, just like melody 
and harmony,” he says, “but it hasn’t been 
dealt with enough.” 

In 1958, Shaff  met Doug McEachern, 
who was also a music teacher, and who 
shared Shaff ’s interest in spatial investiga-
tion. McEachern constructed an audio sys-
tem that suited Shaff ’s tape compositions, 
inaugurating a collaboration that continues 
today. “We were discussing ways of moving 
sound,” says McEachern, “so I built a box 
that was able to do it.” 

Two years later, the duo accompanied 
noted dancer and choreographer Anna 
Halprin at a series of performances. 

What began as a modest project grew 
throughout the ’60s. “We started in a very 
small way,” recalls McEachern, “and it just 
developed and kind of kept going.” 

In their early years together, Shaff  and 
McEachern performed around the city at 
San Francisco State University, the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art and 
other forums, their technical and con-
ceptual sophistication evolving with each 
show. Eventually they outgrew their por-
table equipment and began to look for a 
permanent venue. Th e fi rst Audium Th e-
atre opened in 1967 at Fourth Avenue and 

Clement Street in a refurbished dance hall 
featuring 44 speakers, more than fi ve times 
the number they had used at fi rst. 

By the time the theatre closed, in 1970, 
Audium had received considerable atten-
tion. Th at recognition helped Shaff  and 
McEachern develop a new venue. Funded 
partially by a grant from the National 
Endowment of the Arts, they built the cur-
rent Audium. 

“When we found this space, we built it 
from scratch,” recalls McEachern. He and 
Shaff  planned every detail with its artistic 
purpose in mind. “Th e lighting, the artwork 
— everything is a part of the metaphor that 
the sounds reveal,” says Shaff .

Shaff  fi nds the Audium experience 
aff ects everyone diff erently. 

“It is what it is,” he says. “You take away 
what you can.” He seems to care little for 
popular hype. “I don’t look at this as enter-
tainment per se,” he says. “I’m interested in 
the ideas.” 

■

In keeping with this philosophy, 
Audium does not promote itself, but draws 
its audience through word of mouth. Shaff  
estimates that 20 to 30 people attend each 
show. Children under 12 are not admitted. 

“I think maybe they’re a bit younger now 
than they were in the past,” says McEach-
ern of those who continue to arrive week 
after week. “During the summer, we have 
a lot of people from other countries, and 
that’s somewhat a change from the past.” 

Diverse audiences may be drawn to 
Audium’s universality. “Water, birds, chil-
dren’s voices — there are certain sounds 
that are a part of every being,” says Shaff . 

Performances are held at the Audium, at 
1616 Bush, on Friday and Saturday evenings 
at 8:30. Admission is $15. Th e theater will 
be closed the last two weeks of December. For 
more information, visit audium.org.
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A One-of-a-Kind Experience
Nearby, Audium takes surround sound to an entirely new level

■ SONGO

Los Van Van: direct

from Cuba to Yoshi’s

Juan Formell is bringing Los Van Van (the Go 
Gos in Spanish), a band he formed in 1969, to 

Yoshi’s this month 
from December 9 
to 12. Over the past 
35 years, Formell 
(left) has become 
probably the most 
important fi gure in 
contemporary Latin 
music and Los Van 
Van is easily one of 
the most recognized 
post-revolution 
bands out of Cuba.

Los Van Van 
has consistently 

managed to innovate and change its style with 
the times, and is considered Cuba’s most popular 
dance band. Juan Formell is a master of the 
double-entendre and his music addresses a range 
of issues in its social commentary.

The band has been called the “Rolling Stones 
of Latin Music.” It’s a 14-piece orchestra that plays 
a fi erce and irresistible brand of dance music it 
originated called “songo,” an invigorating fusion 
of Cuban and Caribbean rhythms that blends 
traditional and contemporary Cuban sounds. 
It consists of six independent sections — three 
vocalists, two violinists, three percussionists, 
three trombonists, two keyboardists and a bassist. 
The band is a charanga (fl utes and violins), a salsa 
orchestra (edgy trumpets and trombones) and a 
premier rock band (electric bass and drums) all in 
one.

Know this: Los Van Van is considered the 
innovator of the songo Cuban style of salsa. The 
band is committed to driving its fans frantic by 
producing music that is constantly breaking new 
ground. Its unique combination of Afro-Cuban, 
rock, hip-hop and funk creates a hard-edged 
demanding sound that is rougher and more full 
bodied than almost any other form of Latin salsa. 
This is sure to be four nights of incredible fun and 
excitement, and a show not to be missed.

— ANTHONY TORRES

Maestro Stan Shaff in the performance space at Audium, which he and a partner imagined and created.

The Elite Cafe
Established 1981

2049 Fillmore Street   ◆   4 1 5 . 6 7 E L I T E
www.The Elite Cafe.com

415.359.0075  •  www.chouquets.com

Chouquet’s, at 2500 Washington Street 
at Fillmore, welcomes two new 

specials to its offerings. 

Diners can enjoy a delicious, classically 
prepared French 3-course dinner 
(appetizer, entrée and a dessert] 

for $29.95 per person. 

This special is available 
every night from 5:30pm to 7pm. 

Also, on Mondays all bottles of wine 
are 50% off. 

Lunch daily: 11:30 - 3
Dinner nightly: 5:30 - 10
Weekend brunch:  10 - 3

2406 California Street  |  415-440-1189

 www.pizzeriadelfina.com

Thanks for voting us  
Best Pizza 

in 7x7 Magazine’s 2010  
Reader’s Choice Awards! 

INTRODUCING   OUR NEW TAKE AWAY CATERING MENU

Take-Away Platters...
• are available at Pizzeria Delfina California St. 
• require 2 days advance notice.
• serves 10-12 people

All Bottled Beverages available at 10% off the list price.
Compostable placesettings and serving utensils available.

Insalata Tricolore  
Arugula, Radicchio, and Endive, w/Lemon Vinaigrette and 
Grana Padano 

Albacore Tuna Conserva 
Preserved in house, w/ Marinated Cannellini Beans and  
Watercress

Fresh-Stretched Mozzarella  
w/Wild Arugula, Crostini, and Extra Virgin Olive Oil

Spicy Cauliflower 
w/ Calabrian Chilies, Capers, and Breadcrumbs 

Pollo al Diavolo 
Fulton Valley Chicken rubbed with Peperoncini, Black Pepper, 
and Rosemary

Ziti w/Meatballs, Sausage, Tomato, Mozzarella, Ricotta  

Lasagna w/ Escarole, Ricotta, Tomato, Mozzarella 

Neapoletan Meatballs in Sugo 
Two Dozen Meatballs (Pork, Beef, and Veal) Served in Tomato 
Sauce. Comes with Olive Oil Crostini

Amarena Cherry Sundae Kit 
Vanilla Gelato, Amarena Cherries, Whipped Cream, Candied 
Pistachios, Chocolate Sauce

Porta Via
Daily $20 Prix Fixe 5 - 6 pm

 

 

2417 California at Fillmore 
415.929.9030

www.SFCurbside.com

Under New Ownership!

Curbside Café 
e

Zagat rated. Michelin recommended.

floriosf.com
Become a Facebook fan. Search “Florio Cafe & Bar”

Tweet us!
twitter.com/floriosf

farmers’ market

saturdays,
9am - 1pm

f illmore st.
& O’farrell st.

we gladly accept EBT

the freshest selection of  

locally-grown
produce direct from the farmer

all year-round

Your Food,
Your Community,

Your Farmers’ Market

Thai Cuisine

415 .674 .7515

Lunch Mon - Sat 11 - 2:30
Dinner daily 5 - 10

Old world charm with modern 
convenience and luxury

MENTION THE NEW FILLMORE FOR 
SPECIAL NEIGHBORHOOD RATES!

1590 Sutter Street • 415.441.2828
www.queenanne.com

Michael W. Perry
& Company

Fine Custom Framing
Antique Prints & Maps

1837 Divisadero • 415-563-8853
www.mwperry.com
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LOCAL HISTORY

Today the three remaining cable car lines are icons of San 
Francisco, beloved by visitors to the city and protected 
by city charter. But until the 1950s, cable cars were still 

viewed as a viable means of transportation among commuters. 
Th e Washington-Jackson line carried riders to and from 

Pacifi c Heights. Created in 1888, the line originally ran out 
Jackson Street to Presidio Avenue. But the 1906 earthquake 
and fi re caused extensive damage to the cable lines and cars. Th e 
Washington-Jackson line, which restarted in 1907, was cut back 
to Steiner — the route longtime locals still recall fondly.

■

“To me, the Washington-Jackson line was unique because it 
didn’t serve tourists, it served residents,” says Phil Hoff man, who 
joined the battle against the line’s demise. “People don’t realize 
what a wonderful line it was.”

Hoff man, now 80, was a young man when he fought to 
keep the line running. He met his wife, another cable car fan, 
while they were petitioning to preserve the line — and rode the 
Washington-Jackson line to visit her when they were dating.

He knew he would have to leave by 1:10 a.m. to catch the last 
car at 1:20. If he missed it, he would have to walk the 14 blocks 
from her place at Divisadero and Washington to his place at 
Washington and Hyde. 

Hoff man became accustomed to waking to the cable car’s 
rumble when the cars started up at 6 a.m. It was his natural alarm 
clock — and when the system was broken and didn’t make a 
sound until 10 one morning, he overslept.

Having grown up in the Fillmore district, aspiring historian 
and former Muni employee Emiliano Echeverria remembers 
riding the Washington-Jackson line as a child. For him, it was 
a convenient way to get around town, with special benefi ts for 
regular riders. 

“If you knew the gripmen and conductors and they knew you,” 
he says, “you could get away with things like hopping on the cable 
car in full motion — which I did all the time.”

Bond Cleaners owner Phil Kaplan remembers the cable car 
regularly making its way out Jackson and back on Washington in 
the early 1950s when he fi rst took over his dry cleaning business 
at 2442 Fillmore.

Th e cable car employees would frequent Joe’s Smoke Shop, 
just down the block from his shop at the corner of Fillmore and 

The Washington-Jackson Line
Cable cars brought riders to Pacifi c Heights until 1956

By Carina Woudenberg  |  photographs by John Payne

Washington, where Chouquet’s restaurant is now located. It was 
the end — and the beginning — of the Washington-Jackson line.

“Th at’s where they would eat,” Kaplan says, “where they would 
hang out.” 

Kaplan remembers when the tracks were torn up and removed 
after the cable cars stopped running in 1956 and were replaced by 
buses. 

 “Th e longtime residents were very upset to lose their cable car 
line,” says Don Holmgren, secretary of the Cable Car Museum 
on Mason Street. “Th eir link to downtown San Francisco was 
severed.” 

For Phil Hoff man and many others, this meant working all 
night to gather 20,000 signatures in support of Proposition J, 
which proposed to maintain the line just as it was.

“We fi nally got Proposition J on the ballot,” Hoff man says, 
“but didn’t have enough money to make it pass.”

Instead, Proposition E, a competing measure to consolidate 
cable car lines, was narrowly approved in the 1954 election.

But by then, the cable cars had become a relic of an earlier era. 
Californians were in love with their cars. Victorian homes were 
being lifted to make room for garages.

 “San Francisco the rough-and-tumble boomtown very much 
wanted to mature into a real city,” Echeverria says. “It wanted to 
be seen as a town that had arrived — a modern, majestic metrop-
olis. And cable cars just didn’t fi t into that image.”

■

On September 2, 1956, cable car number 524 made the fi nal 
trip on the Washington-Jackson line.

Into the ’50s, the neighborhood’s remaining cable car line crossed Fillmore on Jackson Street heading west.

The cars turned 
south one block 
on Steiner and 
then headed 
back downtown 
on Washington.

(415) 921-6000  www.hill-co.com

Elegant & Stately 
Renovated Single 
Family Home. 
4BD/3.5BA, Bay 
view from master 
suite, 3 car pkg. 
Stunning architectural 
details with modern 
conveniences 
and extensive 
seismic upgrades. 
2705Buchanan.com

$3,495,000

www.anatld.com
(415) 321-4361 

The City’s Best

Happy         
Holidays!

3BD/2BA Condo 

Garden. Wonderfully 

gracious entry and 
open feel. Roomy eat-
in kitchen, formal dining 
room. Expansive, 
beautiful private patio/
garden off the living 
room. 1 car parking. 
Fabulous location.

$1,250,000

Caroline 

(415) 321-4260

 
Located on one of Jordan 
Park’s premier blocks, this 
home has everything for 
the discerning buyer. Built 
in 1912, it retains all of the 
charm of its era, and has 
been tastefully updated 
for the modern lifestyle. 
In move-in condition, 
it is well-suited to both 
sophisticated entertaining 
and a busy life.
170Commonwealth.com

Jordan Park
$3,400,000

(415) 321-4248

Edgewood Avenue 
 Mid-Century 

Home. Designed by 
architect Henrik Bull. 
Exquisite brick street 
famed for Spring plum 
blossoms. Wonderful 

Panoramic views from 
living room and master 
bedroom. Kitchen and 
family room opening 
directly out to the garden. 
227Edgewood.com

(415) 321-3106

f

f

$2,599,000

 condo 
with 2 parking spaces 
in a wonderful 1930 
building. Lovely views 
from living room 
and master suite. 
Wonderful outdoor 
balcony. Elegant 
building with graceful 
entry and 2 elevators. 
1880Jackson-603.
com

Steve Moazed 
(415) 321-4234

$2,200,000

Family Home. Close 
proximity to Mountain Lake 
Park & The Presidio. With 
classic architectural details, 
this remodeled home 
features 3 bedrooms & 
1.5 bath on the bedroom 
level with an additional 
unwarranted bedroom, 
bath, and family room 
down. 1 car parking.
5322California.com

$1,199,000

www.anatld.com
(415) 321-4361 

(415) 321-4315

Home On A Great 
Block. 3BD/2BA, 

inlaid borders, custom 
built-ins, beautifully 
renovated, formal dining 
room with box-beam 
ceiling, light and bright 
eat-in kitchen, large patio 
and garden, gracious 
foyer, spacious sun 
room, 2 car pkg.
512-18thAve.com

$1,170,000

Spectacular View 
Condominium. 
Views of the Golden 
Gate Bridge, Marin 
Headlands, Alcatraz 
and the Bay! Open 

plan. Amazing view 
roof deck. Updated 
2BD/2BA condo with 
style. In-unit laundry,     
1 car parking, and a 
large storage unit.
373Lombard402.com

$949,000

(415) 321-4295

CITY COLLEGE OF SAN FRANCISCO

Learn More Now.  
Earn More Later.

Looking for quality training to obtain a good-paying job? 
Want to upgrade your job skills to keep competitive in a tough 
economy? Always dreamed of earning a college degree?

Start realizing your educational goals by enrolling in Spring 
semester classes beginning Tuesday, January 18th at City  
College of San Francisco. You can select from more than 5,000 
classes scheduled at convenient times in over 100 instructional 
sites throughout San Francisco.  

It’s just $26 per credit and Financial Aid is available. Non-
credit classes in English as a Second Language and a variety 
of vocational programs are tuition-FREE. City College also has 
health care services and book-loans for students.  

An important announcement - City College of San Francisco 
will be offering Summer Session 2011. Once you enroll in a 
CCSF Spring course, as a continuing student you have first 
choice for the short-term summer credit and noncredit classes. 

Don’t delay! Apply online now for admission and  
financial aid at www.ccsf.edu
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Prices slip, but condo sales more than double

Sales of single family homes increased slightly during the past month, but 
sales of condos and TICs almost doubled over the month before. Although the 
average sales price for both homes and condos declined, the number of condo 
and TIC sales is encouraging for a sector of the market that has been relatively 
stagnant in recent months.

Sellers continue to meet the current market environment with more 
attractive  — some would say more realistic — pricing. And buyers are 
responding, encouraged by favorable interest rates. 

CLOSINGS: Notable condo sales during the past month include 2039 
Sacramento Street, a 3-bedroom, 3-bath home in a two-unit building 
overlooking Lafayette Park, which sold after just 12 days on the market for 
slightly more than the asking price. At 3497 Sacramento Street, a 3-bedroom, 
2-bath remodeled Queen Anne fl at originally listed at $1.225 million, then 
reduced to $1.150 million, fi nally sold for just over $1 million after 134 days on 
the market. 

Single family home sales include 2946 Bush Street, which has been on and 
off the market since September of last year. Initially offered at $2.2 million, 
this modern 3-bedroom, 3.5-bath home fi nally sold after three different listing 
agents and at least four price reductions. Conversely, 1813 Greenwich Street, 
a modern offering by a certifi ed green builder that was well priced at $3.65 
million, garnered two offers and sold for its asking price within 15 days.

NEW LISTINGS: Bank owned and priced to move at $1,564,900, 1806 Laguna 
Street is a 3-bedroom, 2.5-bath Italianate Victorian on a lovely tree-lined block 
between Bush and Pine. For quintessential Presidio Heights, check out 3851 
Clay Street, a grand 7-bedroom, 4.5-bath home with an elevator to all fl oors, 
listed at $5,795,000. For a smaller slice of city life, take a look at 2999 California 
Street #404, a 653-square-foot junior one-bedroom offered at $399,000.

— Data and commentary provided by VICTORIA STEWART DAVIS at Pacifi c 
Union. Contact her at vdavis@pacunion.com or call 345-3760.

NEIGHBORHOOD HOME SALES

Single Family Homes BR BA  PK Sq ft Date Asking               Sale 

2478 Geary Blvd 2 1 0  1444 11/8/10 549,000   515,000

2946 Bush St 3 3.5 3  2800 10/28/10 1,549,000   1,505,000

1719 Broderick St 3 2.5 2   10/28/10 1,575,000   1,590,000

2439 Buchanan St 3 2.5 0  2556 10/26/10 2,100,000   1,950,000

1821-1823 Lyon St 5 3.5 2  3420 10/29/10 2,100,000   2,100,000

2543 Vallejo St 3 3.5 1  2788 10/15/10 2,349,900   2,250,000

1813 Greenwich St 4 3 3   11/15/10 3,650,000   3,650,000

2651 Green St 4 3.5 1   11/5/10 4,450,000   4,400,000

Condos / Co-ops / TICs / Lofts

1450 Post St #1005 1 1 1  519 11/4/10 178,000   160,000

1450 Post St #616 1 2 1  718 11/12/10 355,240   335,000

1879 Greenwich St 2 1 1   11/10/10 499,000   490,419

3876 California St #1 2 2 1   10/15/10 499,000   530,000

3876 California St #2 2 2 1   10/29/10 529,000   543,200

2579 Post St 3 3 1   10/15/10 599,000   600,000

2185 Bush St #206 0 0 1   11/9/10 595,000   600,000

3045 Jackson St #103  1 1 1  1089 10/29/10 695,000   690,000

2571 Post St 2 2 1  1360 11/10/10 750,000   733,000

2950 Clay St #302  3 2 1  1300 10/19/10 740,000   740,000

1940 Buchanan St  2 1 1  1480 10/29/10 759,000   759,000

1800 Washington St #110B 2 2.5 1  1083 10/26/10 775,000   760,000

2185 Bush St #308 3 2 1  1290 11/9/10 799,900   799,900

1568 Union St #301 2 2 1  1183 11/9/10 879,000   865,000

1600 Webster St #102 2 2 2  1265 10/22/10 895,000   875,000

2200 Pacifi c Ave #2C 2 2 1   10/22/10 949,000   975,000

2300 Divisadero St  5 1.75 1  2410 10/29/10 1,050,000   1,050,000

3497 Sacramento St 3 2 1  1729 10/15/10 1,150,000   1,055,000

2380 Union St 2 2.5 1  1325 11/9/10 999,000   1,060,000

538 Presidio Ave 3 3 1   11/12/10 1,175,000   1,165,000

3002 Clay St 3 2 2  2000 10/28/10 1,350,000   1,315,000

2266 Jackson St 3 2.5 1  1944 10/19/10 1,399,000   1,350,000

1870 Jackson St #504 3 2.5 1   11/4/10 1,595,000   1,537,500

2039 Sacramento St 3 3 1  2255 10/27/10 1,595,000   1,600,000

1844 Greenwich St  3 3 2  2251 11/1/10 1,795,000   1,800,000

GOOD WORKS

■ PAIRINGS 

When Rick Met Elena,
a Friendship Was Born

“She may be 94 years old, but 
I can barely keep up with her.”

— RICK, Meals on Wheels volunteer, describing Elena (above)

“Th eir story is remarkable,” says Leslie Nipps, who 
oversees Meals on Wheels’ volunteers. “We always say that 
Friendly Visitors contribute to the health and well-being 
of our clients, but in this case we could see it happening. 
Elena wasn’t going out. Having company has made it pos-
sible for her to get out now — and a senior who gets out 
and walks is a healthy person. We could have easily given 
her fi ve more years in her home just by giving her Rick.”

More Th an Meals
Come on Wheels

Meals on Wheels’ name leads most people to 
pigeonhole it as simply a food delivery service, 
and that much is true. With an administra-

tive staff  of 25 drivers and the help of 400 volunteers, the 
organization delivered almost a million meals to 1,700 
elderly residents throughout the city last year. Most cli-
ents get two meals every day of the week.

But volunteers with the organization also lend their 
time and talents in a number of other ways to enable San 
Francisco’s seniors to live at home independently.

Among them is serving as a Friendly Visitor: mak-
ing regular visits to homebound residents 60 and older 
to help with grocery shopping, play cards, watch movies, 
help write letters, read or just talk. Other volunteers who 
are handy with home repairs help with simple fi xes. Still 
others ride along to help staff ers deliver meals.

Volunteers — who commit to a minimum of two 
hours of service each month for at least six months — are 
screened, then paired with a client whose needs match 
their interests and abilities.

 “It’s quite an astonishing thing we manage to pull off  
here,” says Leslie Nipps, director of the volunteer pro-
gram. “Having someone who notices if things aren’t going 
so well becomes essential for many older people.” 

Nipps tries to match volunteers with clients in the 
same neighborhood, since the relationship seems to last 
longer when it’s convenient.

“Th ere are two kinds of matches that work beautifully: 
those in which the client and volunteer have a lot in com-
mon, and those in which they have nothing in common,” 
she says. “Volunteers and clients rarely come from the 
same racial or economic background, and they can often 
fall in love over the diff erences.”

For more information about Meals on Wheels, contact volun-
teer director Leslie Nipps at 343-1325, or visit mowsf.org.

When Meals on Wheels paired Rick, a volun-
teer, with Elena, 94 and housebound, it put 
a spring in the steps of both neighborhood 

residents.
Elena and Rick like to walk. Whenever they spend 

time together, it’s usually on foot — unless they’re driv-
ing to another neighborhood in search of a new walking 
adventure. 

Elena used to walk everywhere with her late husband. 
He died more than 50 years ago, but she kept on walking. 
A few years ago, she was mugged and stopped getting out 
as much. But then she met Rick. For more than two years 
now, he has been her Friendly Visitor through the Meals 
on Wheels volunteer program. 

While San Francisco isn’t well known for its fl atlands, 
that doesn’t bother Elena. “I don’t mind the hills,” she 
says. “I just take it easy.”

Says Rick: “She may be 94 years old, but I can barely 
keep up with her.”

Th e pair have also come to realize they have other 
things in common. Rick’s father and Elena’s husband both 
worked for Chevron in Richmond. Elena, the daughter of 
an Orthodox priest, was born in the rectory of a Russian 
Orthodox Church on Geary Street; when she married, 
she moved across the street from the church and has 
lived there most of her life. Rick’s father was also Russian 
Orthodox. 

Fueled by their walks and talks about Chevron, reli-
gion and other shared interests, the two have formed their 
own mutual admiration society. 

“Rick’s so polite and cooperative,” says Elena.
“Elena is such an interesting person. I really enjoy talk-

ing with her,” says Rick. “And beyond that, it’s just the 
right thing to do.”

Help Zephyr’s elves make 
winter warmer for our 
fellow San Franciscans!

During the first three weekends of December from 10 am to 

3 pm, our office at 2523 California Street will be collecting 

donations of clean, like-new winter coats, jackets, sweaters and 

sweatshirts for donation to the St. Anthony Foundation.

All of our offices will also be accepting donations of new toys for 
SF Firefighters Toy Program and non-perishable food (no glass 

please) for the San Francisco Food Bank from Nov. 9-Dec. 21, 2010.

Visit www.ZephyrSF.com to find the location nearest you.

Making a difference in children’s lives, so they can make a difference in their world.

Serving toddlers through grade 8 in a small, nurturing and academically challenging environment.

305 Montford Ave Mill Valley CA 94941 415 388 8408 www.marinhorizon.org

Come to our Open House
January 29, 10:00am-12pm. Register online at

www.marinhorizon.org or call 415 388 8408 ext. 223.

Marin Horizon School
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1990EST:

One of the
“100 Fastest Growing
Private Companies”

in the Bay Area
SF Business Times,

2008 & 2009

Janet Moyer
Landscaping is a

full - service
landscaping company 

specializing in
sustainable landscapes

Award winning design -
“Outstanding

Achievement” Award
California 

Landscape Contractors 
Association, 2007 & 2008

415-821-3760  .  1031 Valencia Street, San Francisco  .  jmoyerlandscaping.com

Landscape Contractor License 853919 . Pest Control License 36389



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5TH 
1 pm to 6 pm  

FILLMORE BETWEEN POST & JACKSON

1300 on Fillmore  
Clary Sage Organics  
Citrine Salon  
Chouquet’s  
Copynet  
Crossroads Trading Co.  
BeneFit Cosmetics  
Betsey Johnson  
Black Fleece  
Blooming Floral Design  
BoConcept  
Design Within Reach  
DOSA  
Eileen Fisher  
Fillmore Bakeshop  
Fraiche Yogurt  

Gallery of Jewels  
Gimme Shoes  
Goodwill  
HELLO by Candystore  
Heidi Says  
Hlaska  
Inst. for Health & Healing  
International Orange  
James Perse  
Jonathan Adler  
Jurlique  
Kiehl’s  
La Méditerranée  
LIMU  
Margaret O’Leary  
Marc by Marc Jacobs  

Mio  
Mrs. Dewson’s Hats  
Papyrus  
Paolo Shoes  
Pure Beauty Salon  
Queen Anne Hotel  
Renaissance Salon  
Repeat Performance  
Ruby Livingdesign  
The Shade Store 
Thomas Reynolds Fine Art 
Timeless Treasures  

 Lingerie  
Seconds To Go  
Studio D  
Zinc Details

PARTICIPATING STORES & RESTAURANTS

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT PETS UNLIMITED 
Sponsored by the Fillmore Merchants Association

HOLIDAY STROLL

POSE  
for a photo  
with Santa

SAMPLE 
yummy holiday 
treats at local 

merchants

ENJOY  
special shopping 

discounts

LISTEN  
to live jazz  
on Fillmore

SIP  
hot apple  

cider & wine

ENTER  
to win raffle 

prizes

$20 TICKETS ONLINE
FillmoreHolidayStroll.eventbrite.com

or purchase in-store at these 9 locations:

$20 TICKETS ONLINE
FillmoreHolidayStroll.eventbrite.com

or purchase in-store at these 9 locations:

Citrine Salon  
1724 Fillmore

BoConcept 
1928 Fillmore

Heidi Says Collections 
2426 Fillmore

Heidi Says Shoes 
2105 Fillmore

Hlaska 
2033 Fillmore

LIMU 
2237 Fillmore

Pets Unlimited 
2343 Fillmore

Zinc Details 
1905 Fillmore

Timeless Treasures 
2176 Sutter


